5PY MANIA IN
OLKESTONE IN WW1

By Michael George

Part I

Based on a Talk given to The Western Front Association, East Kent Branch, January 2014



Well before the outbreak of war in August 1914 the British public had been fed a steady diet of spy stories
and scares. It is estimated that over 400 fictional spy novels had been written during this period, and more
appeared after war was declared.

The formation of the British Intelligence services in 1909 owed much to the imaginations of writers like
William le Queux and Erskine Childers
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INVASION

A key theme of these books was Invasion. For centuries Britain had prepared to defend itself
against marauders from across the Channel. The foe had generally been ‘the old enemy’,
France, but in the years before 1914 it was Germany that filled that role. One story, presented
as hard fact, suggested that an army of 150,000 German ‘sleepers’ were already in the
country, masquerading as waiters, barbers and butchers, just waiting for the word from the
Kaiser to collect weapons from secret arsenals and co-ordinate with storm troopers arriving
from across the North Sea.

The invasion scare was very resilient and, although German plans for an invasion of Britain
were little more than imaginary, it served as a useful propaganda weapon, both here and in
Germany.

In truth, the Kaiser hoped that Britain would either stay out of the war altogether or, in his
more surreal moments, that we would be allies.
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GERMAN MARINES DN A TRAIN
Which &id nor reach jts sadvertised destination.




At the outbreak of war, all active German spies in England were rounded up; MI5 had been keeping a close
eye on them and pounced before they could do any harm. Most were imprisoned or interned for the
duration.The Defence of the Realm Act came into force within days and gave the Military and Police
extensive powers. Internment also applied to many thousands of Germans of military age, whilst all *Aliens’
were required to register with the police.
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Notices wera wd in Folkestons yeater-
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Py Scares and Spy Mania in
Folkestone
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Because of its location on the Channel Coast, Folkestone was seen as a prime target for German spies, both
as a point of entry and departure to Britain, and also as a target for enemy intelligence gathering due to the
large army garrison at Shorncliffe. The town’s population was in no doubt that spies were in their midst and
many folk took it upon themselves to hunt down the enemy. This led to some humorous incidents, but also
to people settling old scores by alleging suspicious activities by perfectly innocent neighbours.

In the local Magistrates’ Court, an army officer giving evidence against a citizen for breaching the blackout
regulations was asked: “Could the light have been seen from a Zeppelin?” “Couldnt say” replied the
witness, “never been in a Zeppelin.”

Rumours also started circulating that German spies were hiding amongst the thousands of Belgian refugees
who were flooding into the town. One such story even had the ring of truth when it was said that no fewer
than thirty three enemy agents had been found hiding among a boat load of Belgians who arrived on the SS
Rapide in August 1914.

Questions were asked in Parliament about the nests of spies inhabiting Folkestone. Lord Leith of Fyvie
doggedly pursued the Home Office for answers, but was not particularly reassured by the reply of Viscount
Allendale on 25 November 1914: “In his letter of September 24 the noble Lord desired "to call attention to
the fact that spies and alien enemies had been arrested along our South shores, making communication
with steamers."” He went on to say that he had personally seen men arrested in khaki uniform getting on the
boats, and that it was only on account of the good look-out kept on board the mail steamers at Folkestone
that the men were detected and handed over to the Folkestone Police. Naturally my right hon. friend
thought that here was something specific to go upon, and he caused inquiries to be at once made. The
result of the inquiries—I need not read the whole correspondence—was that the Folkestone Police said that
they knew nothing whatever about this.” (Reported in Hansard)

National and International newspapers also fuelled Spy Mania in Folkestone



HER SPY CHARGE TURNED ON HERSFELFE

= Every time 1 sec & report that a Ger-
man spy has been executad in the Tower
of Londom and the details are sup-
pressed, I wonder whether it i= the
woman who denounced me to the Brit-
ish authorities at Folkestone last Win-
ter,” sald am Amerlean who was in
business In Belgium Lefore the wouar,

“I had gome back 1w Delginm e
atralghten ocut =some business matters
left in bad shape by a hurried deparinre
last Summer. and had considerable
diffieulty getting out. Finally, after
many delays, | reached Roozendazl, on
the Holland burder.

It was after dark when 1 arrived,
but I had plenty of time to cateh the
§:30 train.

“Just as 1 clozed my eyes there was
a commotion putside. A hand wrenched

at the handle of the compartment door,
mand I heard the guard's volce protesting
in Dutch:

"' No, no. Mevrouw! That is for
smokers. There is a compartment ahead
for ladies only. and the compartment In
tha rear is & ** non-fumeurz." "’

" I had drawn Lhe cover over the ]am]i.
in the top of the compariment, but
Was cﬂnﬂus 1o Ses W]IRT_ manner of w0-
man this was that insisted upon gelting
into a smoking compartment with a
solitary man, when two perfectly empty
and respecilable compartments were Lo
be had. So I got up and pulled the eov-
er string as e door opened in obedi-
ence to the woman's insistence,

“* A rather good-lookinz blonde woman
stood revealed. She was about 2% and
fairly well dressed,

**If Madame, or Mademoiselle, in-
slsts, let her enter,” I said to the guard.
He shrugged his shoulders. stood back,
and then closed the door.

“7T was in for an adventure. 1 felt sure.
Of the guality | was not s0 certain. She
began a story at once, It was in
French, but IFrénch with an aececent.
She sald she was from Lifge, and a

refuges.

"ﬁw, T had been long famliliar with
the Liége patols, and what she spohe
was none of it. It Was the I'rench of
Karlsruhe, or Potsdam. Immediately [
eonnected her with Bourg Leopold. a
town where several German officers and
soldiers had tried to draw me into a

flght.

" Spddenly she asked, although she
had been using the language: ‘Does
Monsieur speak French?

“v a tittle,” 1 rveplied, *but T apeak
E:gﬂuhhcner. Syppose rou speak Eng-

b

“ Her English was thick., not with the
mccent of & l.iégoise or a Bruxelloise, or
even of a Fieming. It was ttural. T
used to have in my household a servant
glrl from Dsrmstadt who used just the
same kind of English.

* She fired all sorts of questiona at
me, covertly, but T rried. By the
time we reached Flushinz I was heart-
ilv tired of her so~iety. That she was a
P T was wcovineed, and T was deter-
mpiy_hed that her esplonage. so far as I
wan mnc%md. should cease at the

eatliest ~ moment. Ep, after ae-
Em.{a_.t&,)br aboard the stcamer, I|
oFL .. .
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U The next . morning we  wore @t
Folkestone. Naturally. the passports
were subjected o a severe serutiny, and
many questions were asked. | did not
think it unusual when the official who
had  gyuestioned me approached me
again, as 1 was about to land, and =aid;

Bey pardon, Sir, but the Superviso: |

asks= would von mind stepping up to the
Houge for a moment. as he
waull] Hke
utout Brussels'

" b oreadily eonsented. for | was ver:
willlng to talk about conditions in Fros-
gele.  While | was waiting to sm- the
Bupervisor the first train for lLondon
moved out,

I was ushered into the office of the
military commandant. After a few un-
important questionsa, ha suddenly

to ask wvou sSoIme questicong -

"
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wheeled in his chair, und looking stern- |

¥y at me. demanded: * Do you lknow,
Sir, that you have been dencunced 10 Us
as a. German spyt*

** * Flabbergasted ' was no measure of
my feelingas. As [ sat with mouth open
in my astonishment, the offlcer went
ont

' Your accent, Mr. Blank, is what I
should eall American, but we have to
be wvery careful. You know there are
many German-Americans traveling now
who are muell more German than
American. - Besldeés, we have known for
some time that the Germansg are using

American passports to assist them in
their #=py work i{n thizs country. TYour
passport s apparently correct. TPer=

haps you have other means of aven
more esrtain ldentifieation.”

Luckil:: for me, | had. They were
in an inner pocket of my waistcoat. |
wis able to produce one or two old

business  letters which had laln for
monthg in my pocketbook. .
U Now, would vou mined Lelling me,*

I said, a sudden tiwought proampting me,
Twho densuneed me a5 a sp{,- i

A woman.” was the rep
from Liége, a refuxee on her
London after a seriesa of hairbreadth
l'Sf‘:!.l'JEﬁ.'

b mmiled. but demanded a dezerip=
tiom,  [e pletured the woman who had
forced her compuany upon me al Hoozen-
daul. @nd who wasx now speeding to
London on the first boat-train.

TLAWeIL” I osald, Cinstead of gemtiing
ihe actoal Germman spy you have let
her slip through vour Tingers. The
train stops al the junction at Croyvdon.
Therr she will get out, and T fear vou
Wfill-hh:ﬂ}‘& some diffleulty getting hold
L¥) T

“The officer regarded me for a mo-
mient as if dazed. Then he jumped to
his feet and pressed gevaral burttans,
and almost’ hnmediutely he was sur-
rounded by half a dozen adjutanla and
orderliea,’ and what-nots, and was issu-
ing rapid orders.

“ The train did not stop at Crovdon.
Before the officer bowed me out with
arologies and a handshake he had or-
dored that it should run through to
Vieturla Station. So that when It flew
past the station at the junetion there
must have been at least once of the
passengers on board who was more than
surprised.”

" lndy

(From the New York Times)
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VWhat was the Truth?




What 5 Feally Sappemeng m




The loss of their entire Spy network in Britain within hours of war being declared was a hammer blow for
Germany. Replacements were hurriedly trained and sent on missions to find out about British troops, the
Royal Navy and morale in the general population. Several German spies headed for Folkestone. Carl Muller
was caught when his ‘innocent’ letters were intercepted and found to contain messages in invisible ink. One
gave details of troops in Folkestone. Muller was caught, tried, convicted and executed by firing squad at the
Tower of London in 1915.

Carl Muller
i i




In a dramatic example of fact imitating fiction, Secret files of MI5 also reveal a number of other spy
activities and the methods used by British intelligence services to thwart them.

VIS Files

Homs Office for the Aliens Officers, and

S¢otland Yard for the approved ports or

oithesr polica mittara.

"~ 15, 1557, AR &
! ¥oregrer, bines Soptembser 1014, an 15 R BRERG.

and Oaptain Boliard that a Balgian

officer of M.0:5,g:; had beon pitationed at

roftges noped Forvost, formerly loak-

1
1
I
|
|

Felkestone Tor the apacial purpose of

ksapar at Boesinghe, was suspect, led
matohing the influx of Belglan refugess, |
to the arpeat of this man and his two i

Wtk o view to taking astion in the sase dsughtors at Folkestcoro.

of undeslrables. A eimllar ceasure wao They carried doouments proving that
adopted mi Gravessnd 1n February 1015 aspicnapgs had been golng on behind the
and at Southampton & little later. allied lines, end they confesped to being

in touch with & German agent named
Alalpba
In comoequencs, . DITTMAR and

DEITTHAH.




After a slow start, Folkestone was soon swarming with British counter-intelligence officers. The Civil Police
worked with MI5 and Special Branch. At the port, there were customs officers, Aliens officers, Embarkation
Officers. The Military Police were based near the harbour and the Town Commandant with his staff of army
officers created a further layer of security. The would-be spy had to avoid all of them; as Carl Muller and
more than a dozen others found, failure could led to a dawn appointment at the rifle range in the Tower.

1665 . Agents arreated botwoen August 1615

and Juns 1918.

Ls g fo. Spaniard. Jourmalist.
Ewl th Reymonde AMONDARAIR).(#e 15ifa-1577)

1.2.18. Landed Folkeetone
0.1.16. Genoral Signel Admiralty.
18:8:16. Arrested.
| 13,7 .16, Tried.
Bentencas. Death. Commuted to 10 years Femal
Barvitude.

Antworp 2. GHEITE Frank L. The - GerpAn. CoEmerclal
roll AT, Travellsr |Wwith Suzenns Dupont). (s F8o - rsq

21016 Landed Scuthampton.
B 18.16. Tilbury. I oAc
16.1.18. Folkestons. = i
£5.3.16. Tilbury. i

26 or BS.3.16. Arpented. ; .
11.7.18. Tried.

Bentence. Imprisonment for 10 years.
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The vast majority of German Spies were men. Women spies, on both sides, tend to feature more
prominently in WW1 literature, partly due to the femme fatale image of some. The most well-known female
spy is Mata Hari. When she arrived in Folkestone in December 1915, dressed in raccoon fur coat and hat,
she was very closely questioned by Captain Dillon, an intelligence officer. He noted that she was
‘handsome’, and had an answer for everything. Although he did not trust her, he found nothing
incriminating and she was allowed to continue her journey to the continent. In 1917 she was not so
fortunate. Stopped by French Intelligence she was arrested and tried for espionage. Convicted, she was
executed by firing squad.

Another woman suspected of espionage, and who also appears to have had many male friends, was Mrs
Albertine Stanaway, a Folkestone dressmaker. Her MI5 files reveal a complex trail of connections with
enemy agents, but somehow she managed to avoid leaving any hard evidence of knowing complicity in their
activities. One of the men who visited Mrs Stanaway at her home in Cheriton Road was a Belgian by the
name of Pierre Rotheudt. He stayed with Stanaway but also took a room in Sandgate Road where he had a
clear view of the French Consulate. French secret agents also had offices at the rear of the consulate.
Rotheudt is believed to have taken photographs of the agents, and when they returned to occupied France
these agents were quickly rounded up by German counter-intelligence and shot.

Rotheudt was subsequently arrested in Britain ad handed over to the French. He was tried, convicted and
sentenced to death, though later reprieved and given a hefty prison sentence.

It was a source of considerable frustration to MI5 that the evidence against Albertine Stanaway was
insufficient to mount a prosecution. Instead she was held in Aylesbury gaol and was deported in 1919.



pBeware female spies

dihe case of Mirs Stanaway

dignna i

1608. Agente arrested or otherwlse disposed of

between June 1918 and January 1917.
Jacobus Johannes & ZURMUELEN, jal-uu..n.

Antwerp - 1. van ZURK{ Dutch. Double agent with
Roll Eleie BCOIT, acting chiefly
A.40. for Germany.

Task: Information re Bristol Channsl,
Newcaetle, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Ireland.

51.5.18. Sipnalled from Rotterdanm.
10.6.16. Landed:
23.8.14. sert back with "NHo.beturn" permit.

(see 16ag ~rbir)

2 Mra Albertine STANAWAY French origin.
Dressmaker at Folkestone.

July 1918. intercepted letter to spy address:
7T.12.18. Arrested
Maroh 1917. Interned undser 14.8.

Thles case irncludes Plarrse ROTHEUDT.
(See 160 = 1632 )



alnese YUt Fas cxpectizg edortly o releln
he Arey.
1014, ROTEIUDT weet dadk to e freet; Meyicicee
aitiore.
wAS wounded, and after Relzg iz 2ospital ot
1A Pazza, went Lo Jolksetees oo o 12t Ny,
A4 WALE put up WAL Xre. STASANAY of 04,
r. Chariton Road. AL the sane im0 24 Dired
o Conplen’e
ASLLAR. AaZollar Ioom in A Rouss oppoaite We Fremeh
S.10.18.
Conmulate and 00 eltoated Lhat be oculd e
weryces o went 1n% e Ccomulate.  foce
AfLAr the Jermaze abot & mamder of Preced

Mente oo Whelr sppearasce in Jerman territery.

Sw. IL wae sugpoeed AL JOTHEUDT Rad furriehed
E::o:o informaticn leating to euolk setice for, by e
;::i.m°um Suly, e Freced Intellizense Service 2ad
;‘:fg:?! evidencs Lhat BOTEECDT was in lsatier
T -

vith MALTARORCK, & sud.agent ¢:/1um Vo f vl
Addressirg letlere L0 Corc-Fintertarg,
Byeioldardel,
18, Merasdachatrant,
Jotterdwn.
RTXIDUT wae aleo SXpeotizg o recelve letters

LArocgh WILLIAXS at e Rafeentury Xotel.



The spy obsessed people of Folkestone had no idea that webs of espionage and counter-espionage were
being woven in such detail. The town had given unstinting hospitality to the Belgian refugees and would
have been surprised that some Belgian women were implicated in working for the enemy.

Counter-espionage

sent onco & week. Regarding esplorage
proper, the Dutchman reported that spies
wera using double passports, one of

which had to be given up at the last
station before entering Holland; that
fifty or sixty German firms were doing
btusiness in London and sending infor-
mation in false business telegrams piecae-
meal to different centress to be afterwards

patchad together and forwarded to Antwarp.

- 1210. Already in Decembter 1914 it was

Types
Gﬂ i f
reported that Belgian women were boing amploy

sent via Folkestone to epy in France and

the order was issusd Not to 24A0W e mts oo Foixs
ued that such persons posed as a owiss, went freguently to Folkestone

made friends with officers, and left for Germany
nofore procesdings could be taken.

leave the United Kingdom.
e —

wers to be allowed to come in but not to




Further confirmation that people in Folkestone should maintain their watchfulness arrived in April 1915.

William le Queux, the man who had whipped up so much of the Spy Mania before the war, gave a
passionate lecture at the Town Hall.

Remaining Vigilant

Something Startling at the Town Hall

\;, The German Spy Peril -

The author's lecture is more astounding than his
books. Yes, it is startling!

‘The so-called naturalised German was by far
the most dangerous  enemy. (Loud
applause)’We must intern ALL Germans to
crush the marvellous system of German
Espionage.” (Loud applause)

April 1915




Spy stories endure; the cloak and dagger world still fascinates and, even after nearly 100 years, untold tales
of intrigue and mystery still surface from time to time. Stand alongside Folkestone Harbour and cast you
eyes towards the upper town. Dominating the scene is a building with a glass turret, the perfect spot to
watch activity in the harbour area. Recently the Folkestone Herald reported as follows:

From the discovery in Australia of five forks emerged a story of espionage and intrigue. For more than 50 years,

families and tourists who had travelled to Folkestone for seaside holidays stayed in Parade House. It was ideally

Situated for guests to gaze out over the English Channel - but it was also perfectly placed for other, more sinister,
pUrpOSES.

Before the start of the First World War, the building was used as the German consulate to issue visas to those entering
the country. But as conflict seemed imminent staff fled, leaving the building empty. Or so the people of Folkestone
thought.

It has been claimed by the current owner that: "During the First World War a spy for the Germans stayed in the house
and told superiors secrets he had picked up from London. He used to communicate by flashing Morse code from the
fifth floor to shipsin the Channel. He was eventually caught and faced a court martial. He was later executed."

Historians in Folkestone have discussed the rumours of a German consulate in Parade House for many years, but with
no documented proof, some refused to believeit.

The owner was adamant: "A woman who | met at FHODS said she had wanted to come here for years because her
mother had been a waitress when it had been in the hands of the Germans. On the top of the building is an eagle, the
national symbol of Germany, and that dates back to when it was used as the consulate. There's no doubt in my mind, the
rumours are true."



What do you think?
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