
 

	
	

	
Percy	Ernest	Fray	was	born	on	11th,November	1897,at	13	Peter	Street,Folkestone,	to	
Walter	Fray	and	Amelia	Jane	Fray	nee'	Goble.	
He	attended	St.	Peters	School,	on	the	Durlocks.	He	enlisted	into	the	Buffs	(East	Kent	
Regiment)	at	Shorncliffe	on	September	19th,	1913.	He	was	then	sent	to	Canterbury	to	join	
1st	Btn	Buffs.	for	training.	
He	was	one	of	the	many	Soldiers	who	marched	down	the	Road	of	Remembrance,	his	two	
sisters	Ivy	and	Jesse	watched	as	he	marched	down	the	road,	and	said,	he	looked	so	proud.	
He	would	have	seen	his	old	school	overlooking	the	Harbour	as	the	ship	sailed	for	France.	
L/1004		L/Cpl	Percy	Fray,	was	wounded	in	action	on	October	13th,1915,	while	bomb	
throwing	in	Flanders,he	died	from	his	wounds	on	October	14th,	1915.	He	was	in	charge	of	
the	bomb	throwers,	and	had	been	at	the	front	for	nearly	a	year.	
He	had	been	recommended	for	the	Distinguished	Conduct	Medal.	(DCM)	He	was	just	18	
years	old.	
Percy's	name	can	be	seen	on	the	St,	Peters	Church,	Roll	of	Honour	and	his	grave	is	located	
at	Poperinge	Military		Cemetery,	Deken	de	Bolaan,	Belgium.	
	
1911	Census	

Name: Percy Fray 

Age in 1911: 13 

Estimated birth 
year: 

abt 1898 

Relation to Head: Son 

Gender: Male 

Birth Place: Folkestone, Kent 

Civil Parish: Folkestone 

County/Island: Kent 

Country: England 

Street address: 25 Thanet Gardens, Folkestone 

Marital Status: Single 

Occupation: House Boy 

Registration 
district: 

Elham 

Registration District 
Number: 

66 

Sub-registration 
district: 

Folkestone 



ED, institution, or 

vessel: 

2 

Household schedule 

number: 

109 

Piece: 4625 

Household 
Members: 

Name Age 

Walter Fray 43 
Jane Fray 41 
Percy Fray 13 
John Fray 11 
Walter Fray 9 
Ivy Fray 5 
Jesse Fray 3 
Richard Fray 1 
Robert Fray 1 

 

	

 

 

 

 



 

Regimental Records 

Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during World War 1 

 
The Regiment raised 14 Battalions and was awarded 48 battle honours and 1 Victoria cross, 
losing 6,000 men during the course of the First World War. 
 
1st Battalion 
04.08.1914 Stationed at Fermoy as part of the 16th Brigade of the 6th Division. 
19.08.1914 Moved to Cambridge. 
10.09.1914 Mobilised for war and landed at St Nazaire and engaged in various actions on the 
Western Front including; 
1914 
The actions on the Aisne heights.  
1915 
The action at Hooge. 

 

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on parade near Ypres 1915 

 
1916 
The Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of Morval, The Battle of Le Transloy.  
1917 
The Battle of Hill 70, The Cambrai operations. 
1918 



The Battle of St Quentin, The Battle of Bailleul, The First Battle of Kemmel Ridge, The Second 
Battle of Kemmel Ridge, The Advance in Flanders, The Battle of Epehy, The Battle of the St 
Quentin Canal, The Battle of Beaurevoir, The Battle of Cambrai 1918, The pursuit to the Selle, 
The Battle of the Selle.  
11.11.1918 Ended the war at Bohain, France 

 

 

WAR DIARY 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Medal Index Card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVICE RECORDS 

The majority of service records for individual soldiers were destroyed by a German air raid 

in 1940. Those that survive are often in a damaged condition, and known as ‘Burnt 

Records’. The records for Percy Fray have survived and are featured below. 

 



 



 



 





 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

The above page records that Percy was wounded on 13 October 1915 and that he died he following day. 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



Soldiers Died in the Great War 

Name: Percy Ernest Fray 

Birth Place: St. Michael's, Folkestone, Kent 

Residence: Folkestone, Kent 

Death Date: 14 Oct 1915 

Death Location: France & Flanders 

Enlistment 
Location: 

Folkestone, Kent 

Rank: L/Corporal 

Regiment: Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 

Battalion: 1st Battalion 

Number: L/10041 

Type of Casualty: Died of wounds 

Theatre of War: Western European Theatre 
 
 

POPERINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY 

 
Historical Information 
The town of Poperinghe (now Poperinge) was of great importance during the First World War because, although occasionally 
bombed or bombarded at long range, it was the nearest place to Ypres (now Ieper) which was both considerable in size and 
reasonably safe. It was at first a centre for Casualty Clearing Stations, but by 1916 it became necessary to move these units further 
back and field ambulances took their places. 
 
The earliest Commonwealth graves in the town are in the communal cemetery. The Old Military Cemetery was made in the course 
of the First Battle of Ypres and was closed, so far as Commonwealth burials are concerned, at the beginning of May 1915. The 
New Military Cemetery was established in June 1915. 
 
The New Military Cemetery contains 677 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and 271 French war graves. 

 

 

ASC men tending graves at Poperinghe 1917 

 



 

 

 

 

With thanks to Trevor Robbie 
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