During the dark days of the Great War, millions of men boarded troop ships that would take them
to the trenches of France and Belgium and an uncertain future. For most, the journey to Folke-
stone Harbour was a march along The Leas to the steep hill, Slope Road, leading to the lower town.
At the top of the hill, the men were given the order to ‘Step Short, thus preventing them from
toppling forward. The hill down which they marched is, today, the Road of Remembrance.
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™ Step Short was set up in 2008 when members of the Go Folkestone Action Group decided Folke-
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stone should improve the setting of the historic Road of Remembrance in time for the 100th

anniversary of the First World War in 2014. It is run by a small group of local people who care about
the history of Folkestone and the memory of the soldiers who marched so proudly through the
Remembering the soldiers of the Great War

town on their way to the Western Front.

Our Patrons are The Rt Hon William, Ninth Earl of Radnor, Admiral the Lord Boyce KG,
GCB, OBE, DL, Roger De Haan CBE, DL and Damian Collins MP for Folkestone and Hythe.

To this end we would like to introduce our Arch on the Leas project, a proposed memorial arch with landscaped garden and visitor centre, the design and content, arrived at through
consultation with World War One experts, educational professionals and the people of Folkestone.

Produced in Duplex 2205 stainless steel the arch, twelve metres wide and fourteen metres high, stands close to the top of the Road of Remembrance. The impact of the structure is
enhanced by the addition of a statue of a World War One soldier. Specially commissioned, the figure cast in clear resin, leans against the arch looking out to the distant French Coast-
line. At night the poignancy of the scene is heightened by a subtle lighting scheme incorporating a hundred tiny points of light emanating from within the arch. Other features
include a projection facility that will cast images onto a replica World War One compass, cast in stone that serves as its base.

The landscaping reflects the troop numbers and destinations from which the soldiers travelled, and provides the perfect setting in which to sit and reflect upon the scene as well as
absorb the personal memories of those who fought by means of an audio commentary facility. It is hoped that the countries from which the allied forces were made up will donate
the benches, each 1914mm in length.

The adjacent visitor centre, situated on the site of old chair store on the Leas provides unbroken views of the English Channel from the allies
Harbour Arm departure point to their destination in France. It is intended to be a mixed-use facility, combining a café area with up to one
hundred covers and exhibition space.

Itis envisaged that the Arch will become the iconic image of Folkestone, re-defining the town and serving as an economic driver by way of
attracting tourism and acting as the focal point of cultural life of Folkestone.

All of the content will have a focus on learning for people of all ages. This will include covering the National Curriculum History topics and a
range of information for families, community groups and others. This will be delivered through the Arch audio and landscaping, as an
outside learning space, visitor centre exhibits and online classroom and family activities.

Damian Collins MP for Folkestone and

i Our resolution is the advancement of education for the benefit of the public in the important role that Folkestone and the surrounding area
Hythe and Chairman of Step Short

played during the First World War. To foster patriotism and good citizenship by the provision, in the town, of a memorial to commemorate
those who past through Folkestone during the First World War. Also to create a learning legacy for future generations so the lessons of the
First World War can be remembered and see how it has affected our lives today.



